
TOPIC:  
DEMOCRACY

COMMUNITY CURRICULUM: ANCIENT GREECE

Equipment:

•   Fragments of broken terracotta 
plant pots or air-drying clay

•   Rolling pins

•   Cutting tools

•   Paintbrushes

•   Black poster paint

•   Paperclips

•   Worksheet: Designing an 
Ostrakon

Instructions:

•   If using air-drying clay, divide it into balls and roll out to a 
thickness of around 1cm.

•   Cut out a fragment shape, roughly 8cm square, and leave it 
to dry.

•   Using a paintbrush apply one coat of black poster paint. 
Allow it to dry. Apply a second coat. Allow it to dry 
thoroughly. 

•   Using the end of a straightened paperclip, scratch out a 
name using the Greek alphabet. 

Making an Ostrakon

 The word alphabet 
comes from the first 
two Greek letters 
alpha and beta.


